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Will God Find Us Wise or Foolish? 

8 November 2020 
Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25; Psalm 78:1-7; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18;Matthew 25:1-13 

 

It is hard to believe that we are rapidly approaching the end of the Christian 
year. Just two more Sundays remain before we begin the church year once 
again with Advent, the lead-up to another Christmas. Now, I must admit 
that around this time of year every year, I ask myself where the year has 
gone and how can we possibly be approaching the holidays once more 
when it feels like we just celebrated them not so long ago. And this year, 
with part of me still stuck in mid-March when the COVID pandemic shut 
everything down so abruptly, this feeling of being out of step with the 
calendar seems to be especially poignant and hitting harder than usual. 

As always, the Gospel lessons in these final weeks of the church year 
focus on the end of time and the promised return of our risen and ascended 
Lord. This teaching, sometimes called apocalyptic or eschatological, is 
always associated with these final weeks of the church calendar. Some 
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believers fervently await the coming of Christ in glory; any day now he will 
appear, they firmly believe. And every few years, someone claims to have 
cracked a biblical code or gained some secret knowledge that allows them 
to know precisely the day of Jesus’ return; only to be disappointed to wake 
up a day later and find that the Rapture didn’t occur as predicted, and they 
are still here. Others, pointing to 2,000 years of waiting, tend to scoff at 
their breathless anticipation. But, as these lessons in these final weeks 
attest, this is a time for all of us to take seriously the message that one day, 
someday, Jesus will return. In the meantime, as Christ’s followers, our job 
is to be ready. And why? As Paul says in the reading from Thessalonians: 
"so we will be with the Lord forever."  

One way to understand this time of waiting for the Lord’s return is to think 
of it as preparation. What we do with our faith and our lives right now will 
influence the level of our preparedness for the second coming of Jesus 
among us. That fact is one major point of the parable we have just heard 
read this morning, the story of the wise and foolish bridesmaids.  

Now, I want you to imagine a scene in which there are ten contestants, all 
pitted against each other at an international piano competition. Now, 
imagine further that five of them are constantly practicing their entries to the 
point of sheer perfection, and remain ever ready to be called to play. 
Meanwhile, imagine the other five contestants spending their time watching 
television, eating pizza, generally goofing off, and doing everything but 
practicing. If you can envision this scenario, it won't take much imagination 
to figure out who will meet the approval of the judges.  

This scene I have just described might serve as a modern example through 
which Jesus would approach us here in 2020 - a new parable, if you will; 
something more appropriate for the 21st century mind to grasp than bridal 
attendants with oil lamps, but still making an important point about the way 
of God and the way for us. Of course, Jesus and his followers would have 
known nothing about piano competitions, so Jesus drew from what he and 
his audience knew. So, in today's Gospel, we find him telling about some 
young women who were called to serve as attendants at a wedding.  

A bit of background: In Jesus’ day, weddings were highly anticipated 
events in the life of any village, with every resident being expected to 
participate. If the bridegroom came from another village, as seems to be 
the case here, there was no way to know exactly when he would arrive, 
and therefore it was not certain exactly when the wedding would begin. To 



compensate for this delay, friends of the bride would keep her company, 
while awaiting the arrival of the groom.  

As soon as the bridegroom arrived, a festive welcome was made and a 
torchlight procession would lead the couple to the place of the wedding. As 
the wedding party wound through the village streets, singing and dancing 
and laughing, the villagers would all leave their homes and join the 
procession, swelling the jubilant crowd. When the happy group reached the 
appointed place for the ceremony, all would enter, the doors were locked, 
and the festivities began. Custom had it that no one was admitted late.  

Jesus used this setting of a village wedding, an event quite familiar to his 
hearers, to present a parable about ten maidens, five who were prepared, 
and five who were not.  

The five wise ones came prepared for any eventuality. They had thought 
ahead and brought lamps and enough oil to last until the bridegroom came. 
They were ready for whatever might happen, whenever it might happen. 
They knew what was required of them, and they did it.  

In contrast, the five foolish bridal attendants were unprepared. Their lamps 
ran out of oil and they were caught short. So, when the important moment 
came to accompany the bride and groom and lead the joyful bridal 
procession, they lost the opportunity to join in and help light the way. 
Instead, they were forced to leave and desperately look for more oil in the 
middle of the night. They were unable to act out their appointed role and 
they lost the chance not only to serve as bridal attendants, but even to join 
the rest of the village and participate in the wedding festivities.  

Over and over again in the Gospels, Jesus attempts to show us what God 
is like. Today, he illustrates the truth that God takes no vacations. God 
never takes a break from offering love to us graciously. God is always 
prepared. God never stops forgiving us. God never ceases to watch over 
us. God never rests from the desire that we follow in his way. God never 
lets up on loving us, no matter how much we may rebel and stray. God is 
always ready. God will come among us, but when and where and how is 
not ours to know. 

For our part, as we seek to stay on the journey of faith, we live and move 
by doing and being what Christ has shown us. Made in the image of God, 
we are to imitate God; so, we too are to take no vacation from being 



prepared to receive God wherever and whenever he comes to us. We must 
therefore imitate the wise maidens, remaining prepared to welcome God 
when the time comes to act.  

Like the maidens in Jesus' parable, we do not know when or how we will be 
called upon to welcome and accompany Our Lord. But if we remain always 
prepared, we will be able to act in accordance with the values we confess, 
through the Baptismal Covenant, the Beatitudes, the Ten Commandments, 
and other tenets of our faith. To be prepared is to practice these values, 
more perfectly, and with more dedication, than the wise maidens.  

Although God's gifts are free, the questions for each of us today are these: 

• Will we be like the wise or the foolish maidens? 

• Will we be prepared to recognize and accept what God offers us? 

• Will we recognize God's love, God's grace, God's forgiveness, God's 
joy, and hope, and the wonders of God's creation? 

• Will we be able to accept these gifts and, in response, will we be able 
to act toward others as God has acted toward us? 

• Ultimately, the question is: Are we prepared? 

• Are you prepared? 

• As God presents us daily with challenges and choices, will you be 
ready to receive and accompany him? 

Amen. 


