
1 
 

 

 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
 

3 January 2021 

 

 
Prelude   Of the Father's Love Begotten - Near 
 

A Prophecy from Isaiah  Isaiah 60:1-6  

Opening Hymn   Angels, from the Realms of Glory 
 

1. Angels, from the realms of glory, wing your flight o'er all the earth; 
ye, who sang creation's story, now proclaim Messiah's birth: 
come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the new-born King. 

2. Shepherds in the field abiding, watching o'er your flocks by night, 
God with man is now residing, yonder shines the infant Light: 
come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the new-born King. 

3. Sages, leave your contemplations; brighter visions beam afar; 
seek the great Desire of nations; ye have seen his natal star: 
come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the new-born King. 

4. Saints before the altar bending, watching long in hope and fear, 
suddenly the Lord, descending, in his temple shall appear: 
come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the new-born King. 
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Reading   Matthew 2:1-12 
 

Collect for the Feast of the Epiphany 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
  Let us pray. 

O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the peoples of the 
earth: Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your presence, where we may see your 
glory face to face; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Peace 
Celebrant In this festive Christmas season, may the peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

 
Song of Praise (Gloria) 

Glory to God in the highest, 
 and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
 we worship you, we give you thanks, 
 we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
 have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
 receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
 Jesus Christ, 
 with the Holy Spirit, 
 in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

Collect of the Day 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
  Let us pray. 

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of 
human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself 
to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Old Testament Lesson   Jeremiah 31:7-14 

Reader   The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 84    

1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O LORD of hosts! * 
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD; 
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 

2 The sparrow has found her a house 
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; * 
by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, 
my King and my God. 

3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! * 
they will always be praising you. 

4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * 
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 

5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, * 
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 

6 They will climb from height to height, * 
and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 

7 LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; * 
hearken, O God of Jacob. 

8 Behold our defender, O God; * 
and look upon the face of your Anointed. 

9 For one day in your courts is better than a thousand in my own room, * 
and to stand at the threshold of the house of my God 
than to dwell in the tents of the wicked. 

10 For the LORD God is both sun and shield; * 
he will give grace and glory; 

11 No good thing will the LORD withhold * 
from those who walk with integrity. 

12 O LORD of hosts, * 
happy are they who put their trust in you! 

 

Epistle   Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-19a 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Hymn   O Little Town of Bethlehem 

1. O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 
yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
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2. For Christ is born of Mary; and gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love. 
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth! 
and praises sing to God the King, and peace to men on earth. 

3. How silently, how silently, the wondrous Gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven. 
No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 

4. Where children pure and happy pray to the blessed Child, 
where misery cries out to thee, Son of the mother mild; 
where charity stand watching and faith holds wide the door, 
the dark night wakes, the glory breaks, and Christmas comes once more. 

5. O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel! 

Celebrant    The Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

The Holy Gospel   Matthew 2:13-23 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Acclamation of the Word   Go, Tell It on the Mountain 

Refrain: Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; 

  go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 

1. While shepherds kept their watching o'er silent flocks by night, 

behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. (Refrain) 

2. The shepherds feared and trembled when lo! above the earth 

rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior's birth. (Refrain) 

3. Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born, 

and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. (Refrain) 

Homily   The Rev. Keith A. Marsh, Rector 

 

The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
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  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People   The Litany of the Magi 

Response to each petition is: “Shine forth in us this day”. 
 

Christmas Blessing 
May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy season, 
scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness.  Amen. 

May Almighty God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you 
with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel.  Amen. 

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you his 
peace and favor.  Amen. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and 
remain with you always.   Amen. 

 

The Dismissal 
Go through this holy Christmas season rejoicing, 
for our Savior Christ is born. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
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Closing Hymn     God Rest You, Merry Gentlemen     
1. God rest you, merry gentlemen, let nothing you dismay; 

remember Christ our Savior was born on Christmas Day, 
to save us all from Satan’s power when we were gone astray. 
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy; 
O tidings of comfort and joy! 
 

2. From God our heavenly Father a blessed angel came 
and unto certain shepherds brought tidings of the same: 
how that in Bethlehem was born the Son of God by name. 
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy; 
O tidings of comfort and joy! 
 

3. “Fear not, then,” said the angel, “Let nothing you affright; 
this day is born a Savior of a pure virgin bright, 
to free all those who trust in him from Satan’s power and might.” 
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy; 
O tidings of comfort and joy! 
 

4. Now to the Lord sing praises, all you within this place, 
and with true love and charity each other now embrace; 
this holy tide of Christmas doth bring redeeming grace. 
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy; 
O tidings of comfort and joy! 

 
 
 

THIS WEEK’S LESSONS: 
Isaiah 60:1-6 
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. For darkness 
shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory 
will appear over you. Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. Lift 
up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from 
far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. Then you shall see and be radiant; 
your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth 
of the nations shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian 
and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall 
proclaim the praise of the LORD. 

 
Matthew 2:1-12 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came 
to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his 
star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, 
and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he 
inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it 
has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least 
among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” Then 
Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had 
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appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when 
you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard 
the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 
stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt 
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for 
their own country by another road. 

 
Jeremiah 31:7-14 
Thus says the LORD: 

“Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 

proclaim, give praise, and say, 
"Save, O LORD, your people, 
the remnant of Israel." 

See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 

among them the blind and the lame, those with child and 
those in labor, together; 
a great company, they shall return here. 

With weeping they shall come, 
and with consolations I will lead them back, 

I will let them walk by brooks of water, 
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 

for I have become a father to Israel, 
and Ephraim is my firstborn.” 

Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, 
and declare it in the coastlands far away; 

say, "He who scattered Israel will gather him, 
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock." 

For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, 
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 

They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD, 

over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 
and over the young of the flock and the herd; 

their life shall become like a watered garden, 
and they shall never languish again. 

Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 
and the young men and the old shall be merry. 

I will turn their mourning into joy, 
I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 

I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, says the LORD. 
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Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the 
world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children through 
Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely 
bestowed on us in the Beloved. . . . I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward 
all the saints, and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my 
prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of 
wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you 
may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance 
among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe. 

 

Matthew 2:13-23 

After the Wise Men had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, 
take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about 
to search for the child, to destroy him.” Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, 
and went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been 
spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” When Herod saw that 
he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and 
around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from 
the wise men. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: “A voice was 
heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be 
consoled, because they are no more.” When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a 
dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of 
Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” Then Joseph got up, took the child and 
his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in 
place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away 
to the district of Galilee. There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been 
spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazorean.” 

 
BIRTHDAYS IN THE WEEK AHEAD 
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* Alexander Ryan * Ruth Beury * Nancy Handrich * Mark Wicklund * Brenda Weir * Wes Shirk * 
* Joy Shoop * Don Buchecker * Mike Linn * Andrew Stinson * Ann Cook * 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS & NOTICES 
CHURCH SCHOOL LESSONS & YOUTH ACTIVITIES 

• 10:30am today - “Virtual” Church School lesson and activities 
 

2021 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN & BUDGET UPDATE: To date, 125 pledges have been 

received, totaling $368,640.00. This significantly trails last year’s totals of 160 pledges, totaling 
$457,305.00. 
 There are at least 33 households who pledged last year that we have yet to hear from. The vestry 
asks that you please complete and return your pledge card asap in order for the 2021 parish operating 
budget to be prepared. If you have not returned your completed card, please do so asap.  If you did 
not receive a pledge card, have misplaced or need a new pledge card, please contact the church office 
in the coming week. 
 With this large gap in pledges of nearly $90,000.00, coupled with the recent decision by Kids 
Unlimited, the day care that rented our downstairs since 2003, to close their operation, this presents a 
terrific hardship for Messiah to maintain programs and staff in the coming year. 
 

2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES ARE AVAILABLE NOW: If you currently use weekly offering 

envelopes for your pledge, you will again receive envelopes for the coming year. Envelopes are now 
available for pickup, located on a table in the hallway outside the Rector’s office. Questions: please 
contact the bookkeeper Sarah Patram sarah@messiahgwynedd.org; or the church office. Thanks! 
 

SPECIAL SEASONAL MUSIC ON THE WEBSITE: There are many joyful and treasured carols 

and special music associated with the Christmas season and far too few opportunities to sing or hear 
them. So, Hannah and members of the Messiah choir have set about remedying that situation. Be sure 
to check the Messiah website for Music of the Season, featuring our choir director and a variety of choir 
members. And if the Christmas Spirit moves you, feel free to join in singing with them! 

 

YOUTH OF MESSIAH CONTINUE TO COLLECT NEW SWEATPANTS: Advocates for Homeless 

& Those in Need (AHTN) is a Bucks County interfaith non-profit that serves the homeless and those 
in need by providing access to emergency shelter, food and other life-sustaining services. They are in 
desperate need of new sweatpants in all sizes to be distributed to homeless women and men who live 
in tent camps in the woods throughout the county. Collection bins are located outside the Rector’s 
office. 

 Some people have ordered items online and had them sent directly to the church, which is perfectly 
fane and eliminates the need to shop in crowded stores. And the 12-step groups that meet here at the 
church have also contributed items. Thank you to everyone who has donated to this worthy cause!  

 
PARISH ROOF REPLACEMENT APPEAL: In periods of heavy rain, quite a bit of water 

now enters the Parish Hall, even making its way into the basement rooms, damaging floors, walls and 
ceilings along the way. Inspection of the roof shows that spot repair is no longer possible; the entire 
roof now needs replacement. As any homeowner can attest, repairs like these rarely come as a total 
surprise, but never at an opportune time. And yet, the project demands that a way be found to 
accomplish it. 

about:blank
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 Cost for the project totals $125,000.00. Following advice from the investment committee, the 
vestry has unanimously endorsed a financial plan consisting of: 

• withdrawing $40,000.00 from the endowment; 

• a $50,000.00 loan from the diocese at only 2% interest for 5 years; 

• and an appeal to fund the remaining $35,00.00 from members of the congregation. In less 
than a month, we have raised $55,440.00 toward this goal! WOW!! THANK YOU!! Funds 
raised above the stated $35K goal will ease the needs imposed by the endowment withdrawal 
and diocesan loan. 

 
 

To everyone who has contributed so generously, THANK YOU!!! If you are still considering a 
donation, we ask you and your household to prayerfully consider a financial gift or pledge to meet this 
important need. Work will begin soon, before any further damage is done to the interior spaces of the 
building. 

• If making a donation by check: Please make check payable to: Church of the Messiah; include 
Roof Replacement on memo line of your check. 

• You can also make your donation electronically using TITHELY: Go to the church website: 
messiahgwynedd.org; click the DONATE button; in the “TO” field, scroll down and choose: 
Roof Replacement. 

• If you are unable to make a donation at the current time, but wish to make a pledge for future 
giving, please complete and return the form enclosed in the parish mailing or notify the Church 
Office (rector@messiahgwynedd.org). 

Thank you for whatever assistance you can give toward this important parish project! 
 

WEEKLY PARISH EMAIL MESSAGES & NOTIFICATIONS: Each week, the Rector sends an 

email to all parishioners with important notifications and information about parish events and other 
happenings. If you are not currently receiving these messages, please contact the Church Office (215-
699-9204; office@messiahgwynedd.org) so we can add you to the database. 

about:blank
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IF YOU DO NOT HAVE INTERNET ACCESS: Please contact the Church Office (215-699-9204; 

office@messiahgwynedd.org) so we can add you to the mailing list of those parishioners who receive 
hard copies of the messages and sermon by mail. 
 

IN CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY AFTER HOURS: Should you have an urgent need to 

contact the Rector outside of Church Office hours, please use his cell phone: 215-692-2667. 

 
THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH: January 4-10 

Monday Church Office CLOSED 
Tuesday Church Office Hours: 9:00am–1:00pm 
 AA, Alanon, Alateen – 7:30pm 
Wednesday Church Office Hours: 9:00am–1:00pm 
Thursday Church Office Hours: 9:00am–1:00pm 
Friday Church Office CLOSED 
Saturday Church Office CLOSED 
Next Sunday First Sunday after The Epiphany: Baptism of Our Lord 
 NO IN-PERSON WORSHIP THIS MORNING 

 
 

CHURCH OF THE MESSIAH STAFF 
The Rev. Keith A. Marsh, Rector 
Sarah Patram, Bookkeeper 
Hannah Albrecht, Organist & Choir Director 
Tiffany Reichley, Family Ministries – Children 
David Reichley, Family Ministries – Youth 
Mike Linn, Sexton 

 

CHURCH OF THE MESSIAH VESTRY 
David Prezuhy, Sr. Warden 
Barbara Stevenson, Jr. Warden 
Sam Frenkel, Treasurer 
Tina Madison, Clerk 
Class of 2021: Vicky Fogel, Susan Miller, Charles Sudlow  
Class of 2022: Cheryl Berry, Megan Myers, Michael Stinson, Paul Vollmar 
Class of 2023: Tim Beaver, Jennifer Marsh, Jon Marshall, Mercer Sisson 
 
 

CHURCH OF THE MESSIAH 
1001 Dekalb Pike, Lower Gwynedd, PA 19002-1941 

215-699-9204  *  messiahgwynedd.org 
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