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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
13 December 2020 

 
PRELUDE    Puer Nobis (On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry) - Miller 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
Celebrant The Promised One of God bring good news to the oppressed 

and binds up the brokenhearted. 
We are witnesses to the light of Christ! 
 

The Promised One of God proclaims liberty to captives 
and release to prisoners. 
We are witnesses to the light of Christ! 
 

The Promised One of God comforts all who mourn 
and gives a mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
Rejoicing, praying without ceasing, holding fast to what is good, 
we are witnesses to the light of Christ!  

 
  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 

no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify 
your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
THE PEACE 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be with you this day and always. 
People  And also with you. 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH - THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Celebrant: Last Sunday, the candle of peace was lighted. We light it once again, along 
with the first candle, the candle of hope, as we remember that Christ will 
come again and bring the world everlasting peace. 

  
 Two blue candles are lighted. 
 The third candle of Advent is the candle of joy. It reminds us of the joy that 

Mary felt when the angel Gabriel told her that a special child would be born 
to her – God’s own Son – to save the people of God from sin, and deliver to 
us the gift of eternal life. 

 
 God wants us all to live in joy. The angel who announced to the shepherds 

that Jesus had been born told them: “Do not be afraid. I am bringing you 
good news of a great joy for all people – for to you is born this day … a Savior 
… the Messiah, the Lord.” 

  
 One more blue candle is lighted. 
   On this third Sunday of Advent, we light this third candle to remember that 

Christ brings the promise of new life – a life in which the blind receive sight, 
the lame walk, the hungry are fed, and the prisoners set free. We light it to 
remember that Christ is the One who brings true and everlasting joy to all the 
people of the world. 

 
   Let us pray.  
 O God of Hope and Peace – God of Joy – Emmanuel – “God With Us”: We 

pray that you will send your light into our hearts this Advent season, that we 
may be ready for the day and the hour of Christ’s appearing. Fix our hearts 
and our minds upon those things you have done and have promised to do, 
that we may have that great joy you have promised to your faithful people. 
Bless our worship and our Advent preparations, that they may be pleasing to 
you, this day and always. Amen. 

 
Celebrant Come, Lord Jesus! 
People Come, Lord Jesus! Come! 
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (3rd Sunday of Advent) 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
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Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, 
because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and 
mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

A COLLECT FOR CHURCH OF THE MESSIAH 
Gracious God: through your Fatherly goodness, make Church of the Messiah 
a Christian community united to serve others; enrich our life in Christ, that 
we might celebrate and share Christ’s love with the world; and send your 
Holy Spirit to give us strength and courage to proclaim the Good News of 
your grace through word and deed. Amen. 
 

THE LESSONS 
HEBREW SCRIPTURE 
Lector A reading from the prophet Isaiah (61:1-4, 8-11) 

After the reading, the Lector says The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
THE SONG OF MARY – MAGNIFICAT – CANTICLE 15 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 
 for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
 the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him * 
 in every generation. 
He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
 he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
 and has lifted up the lowly. 
He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
 and the rich he has sent away empty. 
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
 for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
The promise he made to our fathers, * 
 to Abraham and his children forever. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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EPISTLE 
Lector A reading from The First Letter to the Thessalonians (5:16-24) 

After the reading, the Lector says The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    Voluntary in C - Heron 

 
HOLY GOSPEL 
Gospeler The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
  according to John (1:6-8, 19-28) 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

After the Gospel, the Gospeler says The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

THE SERMON     The Rev. Keith A. Marsh, Rector 
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THE NICENE CREED 
All  We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth, 
     of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The response to each petition: 
Intercessor . . . hear us as we pray:  
People  Come, Lord Jesus! 

PRAYER FOR OUR NATION 
O Lord our Governor, whose glory is in all the world: We commend this nation to 
your merciful care, that, being guided by your Providence, we may dwell secure in 
your peace. Grant to the President and Vice-President of the United States, the 
President-Elect and Vice-President-Elect, the members of the Senate and House of 
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Representatives, the Governor of this Commonwealth, and to all in authority, 
wisdom and strength to know and to do your will. Fill them with the love of truth 
and righteousness, and make them ever mindful of their calling to serve this people 
in your fear; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen. 
 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

A period of silence is kept. 

All Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For 
the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that 
we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
Name. Amen. 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING OF PRAYER SHAWLS, FINAL BLESSING & DISMISSAL 
Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia! 
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
POSTLUDE    On Jordan’s Bank (Hymn #76) 

We have included the words here, should you wish to sing along . . . 
On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry announces that the Lord is nigh; 
awake and hearken, for he brings glad tidings of the King of kings. 
 

Then cleansed be every breast from sin; make straight the way for God within, 
and let each heart prepare a home where such a mighty guest may come. 
 

For thou art our salvation, Lord, our refuge, and our great reward; 
without thy grace we waste away like flowers that wither and decay. 
 

To heal the sick stretch out thine hand, and bid the fallen sinner stand; 
shine forth, and let thy light restore earth's own true loveliness once more. 
 

All praise, eternal Son, to thee, whose advent doth thy people free; 
whom with the Father we adore and Holy Spirit evermore. 
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THIS WEEK’S ASSIGNED LESSONS: 
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me to bring 
good news to the oppressed, to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and 
release to the prisoners; 2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, and the day of vengeance of 
our God; to comfort all who mourn; 3 to provide for those who mourn in Zion - to give them a 
garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint 
spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 4 They 
shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined 
cities, the devastations of many generations. 8For I the LORD love justice, I hate robbery and 
wrongdoing;* I will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant 
with them. 9 Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and their offspring among the 
peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 10 I 
will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the 
garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks 
himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11 For as the earth brings forth 
its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause 
righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.  

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise the words of prophets,* 21but test 
everything; hold fast to what is good; 22abstain from every form of evil. 23May the God of peace himself 
sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound* and blameless at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.  

John 1:6-8, 19-28 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, 
so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 
19 This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask 
him, ‘Who are you?’ 20He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah.’* 21And 
they asked him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’ He answered, 
‘No.’ 22Then they said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do 
you say about yourself?’ 23He said, ‘I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, “Make straight 
the way of the Lord”’, as the prophet Isaiah said. 24 Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They 
asked him, ‘Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah,* nor Elijah, nor the prophet?’ 
26John answered them, ‘I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27the 
one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.’ 28This took place in 
Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.  

 
ALTAR FLOWERS 
The flowers that beautify the altar this morning are given to the glory of God, and . . . 

• In memory of Mary Thompson, by the Givnish family 

 
BIRTHDAYS IN THE WEEK AHEAD 

* Walter Unangst * Barbara Haley * Nicholas Poulin * Christine Bennett * 
* Brian Martin * Jack Wertz * Bill Palen *  

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICES TO BE ONLINE ONLY 
Dear Friends: 
 With COVID infections, hospitalizations and deaths surging dramatically both 
across the nation and in our immediate area, and at rates that exceed even the highest 
numbers seen in earlier stages of the pandemic, I have made the difficult decision to 
return to all online services for the foreseeable future, including Messiah's Christmas 
celebrations. 
 I trust you will appreciate that this decision was not made easily or quickly, but 
only after consultations with health professionals, advice from our Bishop, and with 
much careful thought and prayer. 
 With the Light of Christmas approaching, the prospects of an effective vaccine 
being approved and available soon, and no known incidents of COVID infection 
affecting Messiah parishioners, there is much for which we can be thankful and 
hopeful. But we are not safe just yet, and it would be foolish to close our eyes and 
pretend that we are. We must continue to be vigilant. 
 As your priest and pastor, my ultimate concern is for the safety, health and well-
being of each of you in my spiritual charge. And it is in that spirit and out of that deep 
concern that I have made this decision. I ask for your understanding. 
 As with so many things this year, our 2020 Christmas celebrations will be different 
than in prior years, different than what we expect and look forward to every year, but 
we are determined to make them as meaningful and celebratory and festive as always - 
just different than in prior years with services being pre-recorded and posted to the 
Messiah website on the appropriate dates. 
 Here is the schedule for the coming weeks: 

• Sunday, 13th December - Third Sunday of Advent: music, lessons, prayers & sermon  

• Sunday, 20th December - Fourth Sunday of Advent: Advent Lessons & Carols - 
Scripture and carols trace humanity's salvation history, beginning with the 
Creation and the Fall, through the proclamations of the prophets, and 
culminating in the Angels Gabriel's announcement to Mary that she will bear 
the Son of God 

• Thursday, 24th December - two service offerings: 
o Children's Service - a shorter service written especially for children with the 

telling of the Nativity story and building of the creche, simple prayers, 
and familiar carols 

o Traditional Service - featuring music, lessons, prayers and sermon 

• Sunday, 27th December - no worship service this morning 

• Sunday, 3rd January - Second Sunday after Christmas Day: music, lessons, prayers 
and sermon  
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 Please remember that a number of options are available to you for joining in and 
participating. As we have done for the past several month, even when we will not be 
gathering in-person, the service will be available online. 

• A link to the service will be posted on the church website: messiahgwynedd.org. 
• In addition to the Messiah online worship postings, Bishop Gutierrez will continue 

to post weekly services on the diocesan website: diopa.org. 
• Weekly mailings of the liturgy, readings and sermon will continue to be sent to 

homebound parishioners without computer access. Should you wish to be added 
or removed from this list, please contact the church office: 215-699-9204.  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS & NOTICES 
CHURCH SCHOOL LESSONS & YOUTH ACTIVITIES 

• 10:30am today - “Virtual” Church School lesson and activities 
 

CHRISTMAS GIVING OPPORTUNITIES 

• HOLIDAY TURKEY AND HAM DONATIONS: Again this year, we will be 
collecting turkeys and hams to be given to our neighbors in need through local 
food cupboards. If you would like to give a turkey or ham to grace the holiday 
table of a family in need, please bring it to the Church Office. These will be 
delivered to local food cupboards in Lansdale and Ambler until Christmas. 

• YOUTH OF MESSIAH COLLECTING NEW SWEATPANTS: Advocates for Homeless 
& Those in Need (AHTN) is a Bucks County interfaith non-profit that serves the 
homeless and those in need by providing access to emergency shelter, food and 
other life-sustaining services. They are in desperate need of new sweatpants in 
all sizes to be distributed to homeless women and men who live in tent camps in 
the woods throughout the county. Collection bins are located outside the 
Rector’s office. 

 
2021 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN & BUDGET UPDATE: To date, 120 pledges have been 
received, totaling $360,240.00. This significantly trails last year’s totals of 160 pledges, 
totaling $457,305.00. 
 There are at least 38 households who pledged last year that we have yet to hear from. 
The vestry asks that you please complete and return your pledge card asap in order for 
the 2021 parish operating budget to be prepared. If you have not returned your 
completed card, please do so asap.  If you did not receive a pledge card, have misplaced 
or need a new pledge card, please contact the church office in the coming week. 
 With this large gap in pledges of nearly $100,000.00, coupled with the recent decision 
by Kids Unlimited, the day care that rented our downstairs since 2003, to close their 
operation, this presents a terrific hardship for Messiah to maintain programs and staff 
in the coming year. 
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PARISH ROOF REPLACEMENT APPEAL: In periods of heavy rain, quite a bit 
of water now enters the Parish Hall, even making its way into the basement rooms, 
damaging floors, walls and ceilings along the way. Inspection of the roof shows that 
spot repair is no longer possible; the entire roof now needs replacement. As any 
homeowner can attest, repairs like these rarely come as a total surprise, but never at an 
opportune time. And yet, the project demands that a way be found to accomplish it. 
 Cost for the project totals $125,000.00. Following advice from the investment 
committee, the vestry has unanimously endorsed a financial plan consisting of: 

• withdrawing $40,000.00 from the endowment; 

• a $50,000.00 loan from the diocese at only 2% interest for 5 years; 

• and an appeal to fund the remaining $35,00.00 from members of the 
congregation. In just two weeks, we have raised $32,500.00 toward this goal! 
WOW!! THANK YOU!! Funds raised above the stated $35K goal will ease the 
needs imposed by the endowment withdrawal and diocesan loan.  

 
We are asking you and your household to prayerfully consider a financial donation to 
meet this important need. Work will begin soon, before any further damage is done to 
the interior spaces of the building. 

• If making a donation by check: Please make check payable to: Church of the 
Messiah; include Roof Replacement on memo line of your check. 

• You can also make your donation electronically using TITHELY: Go to the 
church website: messiahgwynedd.org; click the DONATE button; in the “TO” 
field, scroll down and choose: Roof Replacement. 

• If you are unable to make a donation at the current time, but wish to make a 
pledge for future giving, please complete and return the form enclosed in the 
parish mailing or notify the Church Office (rector@messiahgwynedd.org). 

Thank you for whatever assistance you can give toward this important parish project! 
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SUE PHILLIPS TO RETIRE: Our longtime Parish Administrator, Sue Phillips, has 
announced her retirement, effective the end of this month. She will be greatly missed! 
And while we are happy for her as she anticipates and enters this new chapter of her 
life, she leaves large shoes to fill and Messiah will certainly feel her loss – not least of 
which will be the Rector! After the holidays have passed, the vestry is planning a special 
time to honor Sue’s contributions to the parish and express our appreciation for her 
time among us. Be on the lookout for more details to follow . . . 
 
2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES: If you currently use weekly offering envelopes for your 
pledge, you will again receive envelopes for the coming year. HOWEVER: If you 
currently use envelopes and do not want them for 2021, or if you did not use envelopes 
this year but want them for next year, we need to hear from you! Please contact the 
bookkeeper Sarah Patram sarah@messiahgwynedd.org; or the church office. Thanks! 
 
WEEKLY PARISH EMAIL MESSAGES & NOTIFICATIONS: Each week, the Rector sends 
an email to all parishioners with important notifications and information about parish 
events and other happenings. If you are not currently receiving these messages, please 
contact the Church Office (215-699-9204; office@messiahgwynedd.org) so we can add 
you to the database. 
 
IF YOU DO NOT HAVE INTERNET ACCESS: Please contact the Church Office (215-
699-9204; office@messiahgwynedd.org) so we can add you to the mailing list of those 
parishioners who receive hard copies of the messages and sermon by mail. 
 
IN CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY AFTER HOURS: Should you have an urgent 
need to contact the Rector outside of Church Office hours, please use his cell phone: 
215-692-2667. 
 

 
THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH: December 14-20 

Monday Church Office Hours: 9:00am-1:00pm 
 Vestry – 7:00pm – ZOOM meeting 
Tuesday Church Office Hours: 9:00am–1:00pm 
 Rector’s Advent Book Discussion – ZOOM meeting – 7:00pm  
 AA, Alanon, Alateen – 7:30pm 
Wednesday Church Office Hours: 9:00am–1:00pm 
Thursday Church Office Hours: 9:00am–1:00pm 
Friday Church Office Closed 
Saturday Church Office Closed 
Next Sunday, Fourth Sunday of Advent – Advent Lessons & Carols 
 NO IN-PERSON WORSHIP THIS MORNING 

 
 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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CHURCH OF THE MESSIAH STAFF 
The Rev. Keith A. Marsh, Rector 
Sue Phillips, Parish Administrator 
Sarah Patram, Bookkeeper 
Hannah Albrecht, Organist & Choir Director 
Tiffany Reichley, Family Ministries – Children 
David Reichley, Family Ministries – Youth 
Mike Linn, Sexton 

 

CHURCH OF THE MESSIAH VESTRY 
David Prezuhy, Sr. Warden 
Jean London, Jr. Warden 
Sam Frenkel, Treasurer 
Tina Madison, Clerk 
Class of 2021: Vicky Fogel, Susan Miller, Barbara Stevenson, Charles Sudlow  
Class of 2022: Cheryl Berry, Megan Myers, Michael Stinson, Paul Vollmar 
Class of 2023: Tim Beaver, Jennifer Marsh, Jon Marshall, Mercer Sisson 
 
 

CHURCH OF THE MESSIAH 
1001 Dekalb Pike, Lower Gwynedd, PA 19002-1941 

215-699-9204  *  messiahgwynedd.org
 

 

 

 


