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You may have noticed from your 
bulletin that this is the Last 
Sunday after Pentecost. This is 
the final Sunday of this church 
year – and the Sunday before the 
liturgical cycle begins once again with Advent. In many ways, today can be 
considered the New Year’s Eve of Sundays. And in many denominations, 
the Episcopal Church included, this day is also known as Christ the King 
Sunday, a rather new title, less than 100 years old. This title, instituted by 
Pope Pius XI in 1925, and soon picked up by most other liturgical 
churches, reflects the theme which is first heard in the Collect for today 
where Jesus is named, “King of kings and Lord of lords.” (Perhaps, like me, 
you heard the refrain from Handel’s Messiah echoing in your ears.) 

This regal theme also echoes in the passages from Ezekiel and Ephesians, 
and in Psalm 100, but it is in today’s Gospel lesson where the imperial 
image reaches its apex. The Gospel writer, Matthew, paints for us an 
imaginative, elaborate setting for the final scene of human history. A grand 
throne room; truly eternal and universal, for it exists outside of time and 
encompasses the entire universe. The vast Kingdom of the Messiah stands 
at rapt attention. All the nations of the world are gathered, not only all the 
people from all parts of the globe, but all of humanity from throughout all 
history – beginning to end. For you see, time has ceased to exist as all of 
Creation awaits the arrival and enthronement of Christ, the eternal and 
universal King. And then, the moment all history has awaited is fulfilled. He 
arrives! Accompanied by hosts of angels and wreathed in glory, Christ the 
King takes the throne that was prepared and has stood waiting to receive 
him from before time began. And all of Creation – all people, from Adam 
and Eve onward, from throughout the eons of time – all stand gathered 
before the King of kings and Lord of lords: Jesus, the Christ, the Son of 
God, the eternal King of the universe. 



And they – we – are gathered for what? In Matthew’s view, at the end of 
time, Creation gathers for just one thing . . . judgment . . . In Matthew’s 
view, at the end of time, you and I and every living thing will gather before 
the throne of glory for one last review, one final audience with Christ the 
King. And we will be judged. 

Matthew paints this magnificent view of Christ as our ultimate King and final 
Judge. And we know the standard by which we will be judged, for it is 
clearly set forth throughout the Scriptures. It is true that there are many 
dimensions to the Gospel, many virtues which we are encouraged to value 
and pursue – repentance, trust, obedience, study, prayer, worship, 
evangelism, commitment, fidelity, faith, hope – all these are set before us, 
all important facets of Christ’s message, and I mean not to degrade any of 
them in any way. But throughout Scripture, one virtue is always set before 
all the others. Surpassing even faith and hope is the godly virtue of love. 
Made in God’s image, we are to reflect God’s love. Baptized into the body 
of Christ, we are to be God’s love. Empowered by the Spirit, we are to act 
in the spirit of God’s love. 

So, it is little wonder that, at the end of history, love will be the ultimate 
criterion by which each of us will be judged. And little wonder that, when we 
honestly admit to our frail capacity to love completely and consistently even 
those closest to us, the image of such a final accounting hardly sounds like 
“Good News.” For most of us, on most days, Matthew’s scene, despite its 
majesty, glory, and wonder, sounds like “dreadful news” and a scene to be 
avoided at all costs. For most of us – and I include myself here – a final 
audience before the throne of Christ, the eternal King and supreme Judge, 
and our sentencing to either the heavenly sheepfold or the hellish goat pen, 
is a scene we may not want to think about for it seems more “dreadful” than 
“good.” I think we may not want to consider our own judgment because we 
are reminded too clearly and too painfully of the many ways we pass 
judgment on others – by race, by sex, by class, by politics, by marital 
status, by moral correctness, by body image, by intelligence, by income 
levels, by sexuality, to name but a few. I don’t want to think about my being 
judged because I cannot help but project my own judgmental attitudes and 
prejudices onto the One who, in the end, will finally judge me. The 
judgments I make daily are, in the end, the judgments I am most terrified to 
receive. 



Fortunately, graciously, the God who judges us finally is also the Christ 
who loves us most fully. Make sure you hear me: The God who judges us 
finally is also the Christ who loves us most fully. Now, there is Good News! 
If the grace of God tells us anything, it is that we cannot make God love us 
any more or any less. We are, each of us, individually, loved not in 
proportion or by degree, but immeasurably, completely, unconditionally! 

Loved. And yet also judged. Matthew’s Gospel reminds us that there is 
such a thing as accountability – a responsibility to be a loving servant of the 
God who loves us so fully, a responsibility to lovingly serve the Christ who 
personally identified with the poor, the needy, the fragile, and the neglected 
of the world. It is this loving concern – and our loving response - to the 
extravagant love lavished upon each of us – it is our response to God’s 
love which will be somehow judged before the throne of Christ. 

How fully – how completely – how consistently – how unconditionally you 
have loved. This is the standard by which the King will judge us. Love. Only 
love. 

Amen. 

 

 


