
 

A warm welcome to Church of the Messiah! 
 
On this day we join with Christians 
around the world in celebrating 
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During this ongoing COVID-19 national emergency, several 
restrictions have been instituted following guidelines issued by the 
CDC, civil authorities, and the Diocese of Pennsylvania. At some 
points in the service, the Celebrant will explain various procedures 
now in place; and instructions have been placed throughout this 
bulletin. 

For the safety and health of our worshipping community, we ask for 
your understanding and cooperation. Thank you! 
 
Masks MUST always be worn ; gloves are optional. If you did not bring a cloth mask or gloves from 

home, disposable masks and gloves are available as you enter the church. 

Maintain recommended SOCIAL DISTANCE of at least six feet from all other worshippers at all 
times. 

To assist in Contact Tracing, should that be required in the future, before taking your seat, please check 
in at the attendance table located in the Narthex. If you later test positive for the virus, 
please notify the church office immediately in order for others to be notified. 
Thank you! 

Alternating pews have been roped off to assist with social distance seating. Please sit only where 
indicated. Household groups may be seated together; all others must be seated individually. 

Please place your offering in the Collection Plates located in the main aisle. 

Sadly, there will be no congregational singing since it has been shown that this action expels droplets 
far beyond the social distance boundary of six feet. But music is included in the Sunday services and 
you may recognize some familiar hymns . . . feel free to hum along. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About our celebration this morning . . . 

In the Christian Scriptures, saints are called ‘holy’ not for any virtues they possess, but 
because they have been called to share in God’s holiness.  From the earliest years, the 
Church has celebrated the memory of those whom Christ has redeemed in every age, 
including our own, and including ourselves. In their lives, their deaths and promised 
resurrection we see evidence of Christ’s victory over evil and death; setting the tone for 
this day as joyous and celebratory. 

The Church’s celebration of all Christian saints is grounded and centered in the 
sacrament of Baptism. It is in Baptism that we are adopted as children of God and 
become members of the communion or fellowship of saints; therefore we join in 
renewing our own baptismal promises. 

The saints are not just those few exceptional Christians who were holy in themselves; 
rather the saints are all those who have received the Spirit of God. The festival of All 
Saints, one of the seven Principal Feast Days of the Church calendar, celebrates not 
only those who have died in the faith but all baptized people, for this feast celebrates 
the truth that emerging from the baptismal waters we have all been given and share the 
same miraculous and saving gift - the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

+  +  +  +  + 

Today’s liturgy celebrates the two primary ways in which we become God’s 
chosen and holy people. 

❖ First: we receive God’s Spirit in Baptism. 

❖ Second: we are renewed in God’s Spirit each time we gather around Our 
Lord’s table at the Eucharist. 

Our most faithful and ‘saintly’ response to God’s gifts in these two sacramental 
mysteries is to strive to live a life described in the lessons for this day. 



PRELUDE   FUGUE IN G MAJOR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Buxtehude 

The Congregation stands as the Celebrant enters the Chancel from the Sacristy. 

OPENING VERSICLES 
The grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with each of you. 
 And also with you. 

      from The Burial Office, Book of Common Prayer 

In the midst of life we are in death; from whom can we seek help? 
From you alone, O Lord, though by our sins you are justly angered. 
 Holy God, holy and mighty, holy immortal one, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, you know the secrets of our hearts; shut not your ears to our prayers, but spare us, O Lord. 
 Holy God, holy and mighty, holy immortal one, have mercy upon us. 
O worthy and eternal judge, do not let the pains of death turn us away from you at our last hour. 
 Holy God, holy and mighty, holy immortal one, have mercy upon us. 

INTERLUDE FOR ALL THE SAINTS 
 
This day opens by invoking the memory of the great saints of the past to join in our celebration.  

INVOCATION OF THE SAINTS 
O God, as we gather once again to celebrate the Feast of All Saints, this Principal Feast of your 
Church:  We give you thanks for all the servants, prophets and witnesses you have sent among us 
throughout the centuries and into our present age: 

For Abraham and Sarah, the father and mother of all believers – Jews, Christians, Muslims: 
We give you thanks, O God. 

For Moses, the lawgiver; Aaron, the priest; and Miriam, who praised your mighty work of 
salvation in song: 

We give you thanks, O God. 
For Joshua, Deborah and Gideon, whose deeds were instruments of your power: 

We give you thanks, O God. 
For Samuel, and Hannah his mother, who heard your call and answered with obedience: 

We give you thanks, O God. 
For Isaiah and Micah, Joel and Jeremiah, and all your prophets, who spoke your divine and 
eternal words of truth to your people: 

We give you thanks, O God. 
For Mary, the mother of Our Lord, who surrendered herself for your service and the fulfillment 
of your will: 

We give you thanks, O God. 
For Peter and Paul, for Martha and Mary Magdalene, and all your disciples, who answered your 
invitation to follow Jesus: 

We give you thanks, O God. 
For Stephen and Perpetua, and all the early martyrs, whose lives and deaths gave witness to their 
faith in your Son: 

We give you thanks, O God. 
For all the martyrs and saints in every age, every culture, every land: 

We give you thanks, O God. 



INTERLUDE FOR ALL THE SAINTS 
 
We continue with the litany, a series of responsive prayers honoring those who have been buried from Church of the 
Messiah since last All Saints Day, those whose remains rest here in the churchyard, and loved ones remembered within 
our parish family. Please feel free to offer the names of those whom you remember and carry in your heart this day. 

A LITANY OF REMEMBRANCE 
Eternal God, you have always taken men and women of every nation, every age, and every race 
and made them your saints; 
 like them, transformed; like them, baptized in Jesus’ name; 
 may we one day share in your glory. 

O God, the maker and redeemer of all: Grant us and all the faithful departed the sure benefits of 
Our Lord’s saving passion and glorious resurrection; that in the last day, when you gather together 
and renew all creation in Christ, we may join with them and enjoy the fullness of your promise. 

  No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived, 
what has been prepared for those who love and praise God.              1 Corinthians 2:9 

  Names of those buried from Church of the Messiah over the past year are now read. 

O God, we praise and thank you: For the men and women who, through your Holy Spirit, you 
have called to sainthood; from your first fallible, frightened disciples who followed you to 
Jerusalem, through the centuries of discovery and growth, people of every class and temperament, 
down to the present day. 

The Lamb who is at the heart of the throne will be their shepherd 
and will guide them to the springs of the water of life; 
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.          Revelation 7:17 

A period of silence is observed, honoring those buried in the Messiah churchyard. 

O God, whose mercies cannot be numbered: Accept our prayers on behalf of your servants who 
have preceded us in death. Grant them entrance into the land of light and joy, to be welcomed 
into the fellowship of your saints who stand before you in glory and praise. 

These are the ones who, confessing the name of God, have put off mortality and are 
now clothed with immortality; now they are being crowned, and receive palms. 

2 Esdras 2:45 

The congregation is invited to offer names, either silently or aloud, of those whom you carry in your heart this day. 

Father of all, we pray to you for those we love, but see no longer: Grant them your peace; let light 
perpetual shine upon them; and in your loving wisdom and almighty power, work in them the 
good purpose of your perfect will. May we learn from their examples of virtue and holiness until 
we too are called to stand in the full splendor of your glory; through Jesus Christ Our Lord. 

I will exalt you, O Lord, because you have raised me up 
and have not let death triumph over me.                            Psalm 30:1 

Rest eternal grant to your saints, O Lord; 
 and let light perpetual shine upon them. 
May their souls, and the souls of all the departed, 
 through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 

INTERLUDE FOR ALL THE SAINTS 
 



RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL VOWS 
Dear Friends: Through the sacrament of baptism, we have been joined with those whom we have 
remembered this day, and with the Christian saints in every generation and age - past, present, and 
yet to come. I invite you, therefore, in celebration of that saving gift we share with them: let us 
pledge ourselves once more to those promises first made at the time of our own baptisms and 
into which we daily try faithfully to live. 

Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 
 I do. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the 
prayers?  
 I will, with God’s help. 
Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the 
Lord? 
 I will, with God’s help. 
Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
 I will, with God’s help. 
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
 I will, with God’s help. 
Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human 
being? 
 I will, with God’s help. 

May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water 
and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his 
grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

We praise you, Holy Spirit, for calling us to serve you now, 
and for baptizing us to represent you in this broken world. 

Help us to be Christ’s united Body, to heal and reconcile; 
help us to share Christ’s life with everyone around us. 

Lord of Hosts, we praise your glory reflected in your saints; may we who now come to share at 
your table be filled with the joy of your eternal kingdom, 
 where Jesus Christ is Lord, now and forever. Amen. 

INTERLUDE FOR ALL THE SAINTS  



THE WORD OF GOD 
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 
Let us pray.                    Collect for All Saints’ Day 

Almighty God, you have knit together your elect in one communion and fellowship in the 
mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord: Give us grace so to follow your blessed saints in 
all virtuous and godly living, that we may come to those ineffable joys that you have prepared 
for those who truly love you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit 
lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

 

A COLLECT FOR CHURCH OF THE MESSIAH 
Gracious God: through your Fatherly goodness, make Church of the Messiah a Christian 
community united to serve others; enrich our life in Christ, that we might celebrate and 
share Christ’s love with the world; and send your Holy Spirit to give us strength and 
courage to proclaim the Good News of your grace through word and deed. Amen. 
 

THE FIRST LESSON:  Revelation 7:9-17 
 The reader concludes the lesson: The Word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 34:1-10, 22 
I will bless the Lord at all times; * 
 his praise shall ever be in my mouth. 
I will glory in the Lord; * 
 let the humble hear and rejoice. 
Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord; 
 let us exalt his Name together. 
I sought the Lord, and he answered me * 
 and delivered me out of all my terror. 
Look upon him and be radiant, * 
 and let not your faces be ashamed. 
I called in my affliction and the Lord heard me * 
 and saved me from all my troubles. 
The angel of the Lord encompasses those who fear him, * 
 and he will deliver them. 
Taste and see that the Lord is good; * 
 happy are they who trust in him! 
Fear the Lord, you that are his saints, * 
 for those who fear him lack nothing. 
The young lions lack and suffer hunger, * 
 but those who seek the Lord lack nothing that is good. 
The Lord ransoms the life of his servants, * 
 and none will be punished who trust in him. 



THE SECOND LESSON:  1 John 1:1-3 
 The reader concludes the lesson: The Word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL ANTHEM   O WHAT THEIR JOY AND GLORY MUST BE  . .  Virtual Chancel Choir 
 
 The Gospel is introduced: 
  The Holy Gospel of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

THE GOSPEL:  MATTHEW 5:1-12 

  The Gospel concludes: The Gospel of the Lord. 
   Praise be to you, Lord Christ. 
 

HOMILY:  The Rev. Keith A. Marsh, Rector 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Eternal God, author of our past and promise of our future, we lay before you our private fears 
and thanksgivings, and our concerns and joys for the world and those around us, confident in 
knowing that you hear our cries.                       Psalm 34:6 

We pray for those whom Jesus called blessed: 
for the poor in spirit and for those who mourn … for the humble and meek … for those who 
thirst and hunger for righteousness … for the poor in heart … for those who show mercy and 
those who make peace … for those who are persecuted because of their call to follow Christ. 
Thank you for allowing us to offer your love to them. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

We pray for all those who have died: 
Those who taught us the faith … those who spoke your truth in the face of evil … those who 
cared for the weak and the suffering … those whom we have loved and cherished … those who 
loved and cherished us. Thank you that their pain has ended and their joy made complete. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

We give thanks to you, O God, that in the waters of baptism you claim each of us as your own 
beloved child. Keep us in your care, we pray, until that day when all creation sings your praise, and 
you lead all your children to joyfully frolic in the springs of the water of eternal life. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

Guided and protected by your most Holy Spirit, O Father, and joined with Jesus Christ, your 
beloved Son and our beloved brother, your greatest gift and our only Lord, we give you thanks 
and praise! 
Lord, hear our prayer! 
And receive our thanksgivings and praise! 
Now and evermore! Amen! 

EXCHANGE OF THE PEACE 
Christ’s peace be always with you. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
And also with you. Alleluia! Alleluia! 



THE HOLY COMMUNION 

 

OFFERTORY   AROUND YOU, LORD JESUS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gabrielsen 
 

Eucharistic Prayer for All Saints Day, 
Feasting on the Word 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
All thanks and praise be to you, most holy God, giver of all life. 

You made us for companionship and shaped us for love; 
you gave us your good earth and taught us to care; 
you established your law that we might learn justice 
and give you honor with our lives. 

 

We forgot how to love; 
we ceased to give care 
and we failed to abide by your life-giving law. 

You sent us prophets to call us back to you and, 
when that was not enough, you came among us - 
Word made flesh, your very being - and overwhelmed us with love. 

And so we sing with all the saints on earth and all the angels in heaven: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,         
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest  

 

In Jesus you blessed us as never before. 
Thank you for the ways he taught us in word and deed: 

 he fed us in homes and on hillsides; 
he healed us in body, mind and soul; 

and showed us that true greatness is in humility, 
and true power in weakness. 

We remember the night before his death, when he took bread, blessed, and broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat, this is my body, given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me. 

We remember how he took the cup, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant, sealed in my blood, 
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, remember me. 



How can we thank you for the gift he gave? 
When the world did its worst, he took on our death 
that we might be clothed in light and life. 
Great is the mystery of faith: 

Dying, he destroyed our death. 
Rising, he restored our life. 
Lord Jesus, come again in glory! 

Raised to new life, still bearing the scars, Jesus promised us an Advocate and Guide. 
Thank you for the Spirit at work in us and among us, 

who strengthens and sustains, challenges and prods, 
gives us life and surprises us with signs of your unending grace. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit now upon this bread and wine, 
that it may be to us the body and blood of Christ 

and anoint us that we might be one with him and one another. 

With thanksgiving, we offer ourselves to you now, Holy Three in One – 
our bodies to do your work and our voices to sing your praise – 

grateful, even now, that when this earthly life is ended you will welcome us home, 
 where we will live in eternal joy with you and all the saints, 

 bathed in light and lost in unending songs of praise. 

Blessing and glory, wisdom and thanksgiving, 
honor and power and might be to you, O God, forever and ever!  AMEN! 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
And now, as Our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
  and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
The celebrant breaks the consecrated bread; 
then a period of silence is kept. 

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

THE INVITATION & SHARING OF COMMUNION 
Behold! Holy food! And holy drink! The gifts of God for the people of God! 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts, by faith, with thanksgiving. 



All who wish to be fed from Our Lord’s Table are welcome to come forward and share in the Eucharistic feast. 

Due to health concerns at the present time, only the Celebrant will consume both the bread and the wine; the 
Congregation will receive the Sacrament in one kind, only the bread. 

Before distributing the bread to the Congregation, the Celebrant will put on gloves, as well as a mask. 

Bread will be put into the hands of the Communicants without touching or contact. 

If you do not want to receive Communion, but desire a no-touch blessing, please come forward, crossing your arms on 
your chest, to indicate that you do not wish to receive the bread. 

Please remain seated until the Usher invites you to come forward. 

Maintain social distance while waiting in line. Note the floor markers in the aisle; these are spaced six feet apart and 
have been put there to assist you in maintaining the social distance boundary. 

Communicants are to approach the Celebrant individually, one at a time, to receive the bread or a blessing. 

Please return to your seat by the side aisles. 

COMMUNION ANTHEM   ST. MAGNUS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tambling 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray. 

Almighty God, we thank you that in your great love you have fed us with the spiritual food 
and drink of the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ, and have given us a foretaste 
of your heavenly banquet. Grant that this Sacrament may be to us a comfort in affliction, 
and a pledge of our inheritance in that kingdom where there is no death, neither sorrow 
nor crying, but the fullness of joy with all your saints; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 

ALL SAINTS DAY BLESSING 
May Almighty God, to whose glory we celebrate this festival of all the Saints, 
be now and evermore your guide and companion in the way. Amen. 

May God, who has bound us together in the company of the elect, in this age and the age to 
come, attend to the prayers of his faithful servants on your behalf, as he hears your prayers for 
them. Amen. 

May God, who has given us, in the lives of his saints, patterns of holy living and victorious 
dying, strengthen your faith and devotion, and enable you to bear witness to the truth against all 
adversity. Amen. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you forever. Amen. 

THE DISMISSAL 
As blessed saints and beloved children of God: 
Let us go from this place in peace, to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE   YE WATCHERS AND YE HOLY ONES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Virtual Chancel Choir 



  

    ALL SAINTS DAY 

     1 NOVEMBER 2020 
 

Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord; 
and let light perpetual shine upon them. 

May their souls and the souls of all the departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

 
 

+ those buried from Church of the Messiah . . . 
   1 November 2019 – 31 October 2020

+  Anne Wichteman + Bruce Ferguson + Clyde Shoop + Fran Hillman + 

+ Herman Benninghoff + John Long + Holly Audsley-Guylveszi + 

+ Justin Anderson + Lee Mangan + Margaret Givnish + Mary Ann Sabokbar + 

+ Nasser Sabokbar + Richard “Doc” Alpert + Robert Brewer + Robert Thomas + 
+ Ronald Roque + Sam Miller + Sandra Bowers + Savannah Gallagher + 

+ loved ones remembered by members of the parish . . . 

+ and all those known only to you, O Lord . . . 

 
  



 
 

Please remain seated until invited to leave by the Usher. 

Maintain social distancing as you exit. To assist with this, the Celebrant will not take a position at 
the door in order to eliminate a ‘receiving line’. The Rector will, however, be available following the 
service should you need to speak with them. 

If you do not wish to keep your Worship Bulletin, please deposit it in the recycling bin at the door. 

For the time being, there is no Coffee Hour following the service. 

Please do not remove your mask until you are in your car. 

And please remember: If you are diagnosed positive with the coronavirus, please notify the church 
office so we can activate the contact tracing process and notify others who have been with you here in 
worship. Thank you for your compliance!  

 
THIS WEEK’S ASSIGNED LESSONS: 
Revelation 7:9-17 
I, John, looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all 
tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, 
with palm branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our 
God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11And all the angels stood around the throne 
and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and 
worshiped God, 12singing, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and 
power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”  
13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where have they 
come from?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they 
who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. 15For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and 
night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 16They will 
hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat; 17for the 
Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the 
water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”  

1 John 3:1-3 
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we 
are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s 
children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is 
revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope in him purify 
themselves, just as he is pure. 

Matthew 5:1-12 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to 
him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 5“Blessed are 
the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
for they will be filled. 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 8“Blessed are the pure 
in heart, for they will see God. 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of 
God. 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 



 
 

heaven. 11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in 
the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”  

 
BIRTHDAYS IN THE WEEK AHEAD 

* Renee Ferullo * Marilyn Bonner * Ella Wilkinson * Megan Wertz * 
* Gloria Jones * Renee Marsh * Tonia Uffner * Mercer Sisson * 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS & NOTICES 

TODAY’S CHURCH SCHOOL LESSONS & YOUTH ACTIVITIES: 
 10:30am today - “Virtual” Church School lesson and activities, see church website 
 

NEW BOOK GROUP FORMING: Would you like to join other Messiah readers in a discussion 

of "Holy Envy: Finding God in the Faith of Others" on Tuesday's at 1:00 p.m. beginning on 
November 3rd via ZOOM????? 
 HOLY ENVY: FINDING GOD IN THE FAITH OF OTHERS   

Barbara Brown Taylor continues her spiritual journey begun in Leaving Church of finding out 
what the world looks like after taking off her clergy collar. In Holy Envy, she contemplates the 
myriad ways other people and traditions encounter the Transcendent, both by digging deeper 
into those traditions herself and by seeing them through her students’ eyes as she sets off with 
them on field trips to monasteries, temples, and mosques.  
 Troubled and inspired by what she learns, Taylor returns to her own tradition for guidance, 
finding new meaning in old teachings that have too often been used to exclude religious 
strangers instead of embracing the divine challenges they present. Re-imagining some central 
stories from the religion she knows best, she takes heart in how often God chooses outsiders to 
teach insiders how out-of-bounds God really is. 
 Throughout Holy Envy, Taylor weaves together stories from the classroom with reflections 
on how her own spiritual journey has been complicated and renewed by connecting with people 
of other traditions—even those whose truths are quite different from hers.  The one constant in 
her odyssey is the sense that God is the one calling her to disown her version of God—a change 
that ultimately enriches her faith in other human beings and in God. 
 Amazon  -  Paperback - $11.59 ; Kindle - $!!.99 

Please  email  MaryJo at revmjmelb@verizon.net if you would like to take part in this book discussion. 
We'll begin our journey into the book on Tuesday November 3rd........after you place your VOTE!!!! 
Your Zoom invitation will arrive the Monday. before. 
 

HELP NEEDED!!! – USHER CORPS: We are in desperate need for volunteers to serve as Sunday 

morning ushers! Due to some retirements (after lengthy times of service), some unfortunate deaths, 
and some reluctance at this time to serve for in-person services, the corps has been severely depleted. 
This places a great strain on our ability to staff this important Sunday morning ministry. BTW: This 
ministry is not a “males-only” opportunity! If you are interested in serving or wish more information, please 
contact Ed Steinbauer (ed@steinbauers.com; 215-661-9956). 
 

IN CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY AFTER HOURS: Should you have an urgent need to 

contact the Rector outside of Church Office hours, please use his cell phone: 215-692-2667. 
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S P E C I A L  S E R V I C E  F R O M  T H E  W A S H I N G T O N  N A T I O N A L  

C A T H E D R A L :  A SERVICE OF HEALING, UNITY AND HOPE AFTER AN 

ELECTION -  Wednesday, November 4, 2020 | 12:00pm 
The Bishop of Washington, The Rt. Rev.  Mariann Edgar Budde, and Dean Randy 
Hollerith will lead a mid-day service of prayers for the nation in the wake of the election.  
As ballots are counted and winners and losers determined, we will pray for a renewed  
sense of national unity, calm and perseverance for the challenges that lie ahead.  This 
will be broadcast on the National Cathedral website.  
 

FOOD COLLECTION FOR MANNA ON MAIN STREET: As you do your grocery shopping 

each week, please remember to pick up some non-perishable food, toiletry items, and cleaning 
products. Bring them to church and leave them on the back pew. Each week, parish volunteers 
transport these items to the local food pantry, Manna on Main Street in Lansdale, for distribution to 
those in need within our community. 
 

2021 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN: Hopefully, you received a letter explaining the pledge campaign 

for the coming year. In the envelope, you also found a pledge card and return envelope, along with 
information explaining TITHE.LY, an on-line giving platform recommended by the diocesan offices 
and being incorporated by many parishes throughout the area. The vestry asks that you please 
complete and return your pledge card by Sunday, November 8th in order for the 2021 parish operating 
budget to be prepared. Thank you! If you did not receive a letter, please notify the Church Office and 
one will be sent out right away. 

 
WEEKLY PARISH EMAIL MESSAGES & NOTIFICATIONS: Each week, the Rector sends an 

email to all parishioners with important notifications and information about parish events and other 
happenings. If you are not currently receiving these messages, please contact the Church Office (215-
699-9204; office@messiahgwynedd.org) so we can add you to the database. 

YOGA CLASSES CONTINUE TO BENEFIT LOCAL CHARITIES: Classes, led by 

Diana Mulroy, are held outdoors when weather permits and in the Parish Hall when necessary. Each 
session costs $10, and all proceeds benefit local social service agencies usually supported through 
Belfry Bargains funds. In the month of September, almost $900 was raised and distributed to Laurel 
House, Interfaith Housing, Manna on Main Street, and Community Cupboard. Classes are appropriate 
for all levels - beginners, as well as more advanced participants. Use this link to sign up: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4CAEA922A4F58-join2 

PLEASE KEEP YOUR PLEDGE UP TO DATE: Thank you to all of you who have dropped off 

or sent in your pledge over the past several weeks! Your faithfulness has allowed us to stay current 
with payroll and bill payment. We know how difficult it can be to remember your pledge when not 
attending church services, but we need your ongoing support. Please remember to submit this month's 
pledge. Thank you! 
 And if the COVID-19 situation has resulted in unemployment or reduced income for your 
household and you feel the need to adjust your pledge, we understand; please let us know so we can 
both assist in some way as well as make adjustments to the church budget.  
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IF YOU DO NOT HAVE INTERNET ACCESS: Please contact the Church Office (215-699-9204; 

office@messiahgwynedd.org) so we can add you to the mailing list of those parishioners who receive 
hard copies of the messages and sermon by mail. 
 

ONLINE WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES:  
The response to the online worship services on the Messiah website offered over the past few months 
has been well-received, so these will continue. Several options will be available: 

o The service will be live-streamed on YouTube at 9:30am. 
o For those without computer access, an audio-only option is available by phone. At 9:30am, 

simply dial 609-663-5164 to listen to the service live. 
o At the conclusion of worship, a link to the service will be posted on the church website: 

messiahgwynedd.org. 
o In addition to the Messiah online worship postings, Bishop Gutierrez will continue to post 

weekly services on the diocesan website: diopa.org. 
o Weekly mailings of the liturgy, readings and sermon will continue to be sent to homebound 

parishioners without computer access. Should you wish to be added or removed from this 
list, please contact the church office: 215-699-9204.  

SERVING MESSIAH THIS MORNING 
Chimer: Brenda Weir 
Lector: Marti Bender 
Organist: Hannah Albrecht 
Ushers: Michael Stinson 
Video: Mercer Sisson 
Contact Tracing Table: Barbara Stevenson, Michael Stinson 
 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH: November 2-8 
Monday Church Office Hours: 9:00am-1:00pm 
 Yoga – 6:00pm 

Tuesday Church Office Hours: 9:00am–1:00pm 
 Yoga – 9:30am 
 AA, Alanon, Alateen – 7:30pm 

Wednesday Church Office Hours: 9:00am–1:00pm 
 Yoga – 6:00pm 

Thursday Church Office Hours: 9:00am–1:00pm 

Friday Church Office Closed 
 Yoga – 9:30am 

Saturday Church Office Closed 
 Food Donation Drop-Off: 7:00am-7:00pm 
 Marriage of Kathryn Murphy & Anthony DiBerardino - 3:00pm 

Next Sunday, Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 
 Food Donation Drop-Off: 7:00am-12:00noon  
 Holy Eucharist: 9:30am 
 Church School (Virtual): 10:30am 
 Youth of Messiah (YOM): 10:30am-12:00noon 
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